McCormick Middle School Summer Reading 2019
7th Grade
“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” --Margaret Fuller

Essential Question: Why do we require summer reading at MMS?
Just as physical exercise keeps our bodies healthy and in-shape, reading and responding to literature will keep our reading skills sharp!
The research is clear: kids who have access to books and a curriculum that encourages skills like making connections and
summarizing, along with support from encouraging adults, experience a gain in reading skills as opposed to a loss over the summer
months. Therefore, ALL students at MMS are required to complete the Summer Reading Assignment.
Goals of Summer Reading at MMS:
● Avoid the “summer slump,” a term used to describe to loss of literacy skills experienced by students following the summer break.
● To encourage independent reading at all levels.
● To reinforce comprehension skills.
Q. Why should I complete the Summer Reading Assignment this year?
A. The Summer Reading initiative is a district-wide push to encourage independent reading in the middle and high school grades. This
initiative is not new, but the expectations of schools and students are new and higher than ever. Students who come to the first week of
school with Summer Reading assignments complete can look forward to incentives like Tiger Time in the gym, ice cream at the end of
the school day, choice of activities during Tiger Time, and more!
Q: What if I am new to MMS or am an incoming 7th grader?
A. Incoming 7th graders that attend elementary schools in the MMS feeder pattern will be introduced to the Summer Reading
Assignment by one of the MMS 6th grade teachers. These teachers will deliver the assignment to rising 7th grade students and explain
the assignment in-person. Students who transfer into the district or who attended a Hays CISD elementary in a different feeder pattern
will be given the Summer Reading Assignment at the time of registration with the front office. Questions and concerns regarding the
assignment can be directed to the grade level teacher (see contact information below).
Q: What if I need help?
A: You have options!!
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1. In-person help: you can come to two open-gyms over the summer. Come and get help with summer reading from 2-3pm, and
stay to enjoy open-gym with your friends from 3-4pm. Open-gym ONLY for students who complete an hour of Summer
Reading! Dates for In-person help and Open Gym:
6/10

6/11

6/12

6/17

6/18

6/19

6/24

6/20

6/27

2. Join the Summer Reading Google Classroom and ask questions, find other students reading the same books as you, chat with students
and teachers about your book, etc.
How-To Join Google Classroom for Summer Reading: Use your Hays CISD email address and password to access Google Classroom. Select
“Join” and use the code below to access/join the class that corresponds to your grade level. You can post questions directly into the classroom
feed. Also join the class to receive updates on Open Gym dates and times over the summer. Your friendly neighborhood ELA teachers will monitor
the Google Classrooms regularly to answer questions and/or chat about the books!
a. 6th Grade Google Classroom code: 97hn64f
b. 7th Grade Google Classroom code: 7er1rs
c. 8th Grade Google Classroom code: qh5r2s
3. Email an ELAR teacher:
a. 6th grade: callie.day@hayscisd.net
b. 7th grade: misty.rosenberg@hayscisd.net
c. 8th grade: laura.odea@hayscisd.net
4. Email an administrator:
a. Mrs. Garcia: Linda.garcia@hayscisd.net
b. Ms. Richason: amanda.richason@hayscisd.net
Q: Can I listen to the audiobooks, read it on my phone/kindle/ebook/other device, or check it out from the public library?
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A: Read the book any way you can get your hands on it and that works for you and your family! Be sure to complete the summer reading
assignment as you work your way through the book. Don’t try to complete the assignment after you have returned the book to the library, for
example.
Q. Can I borrow the book from the MMS library?
A. No because the librarians need to inventory all of the books over the summer. HOWEVER, Mrs. Schutze will be showing you how to read the
book on your phone or other device using the Overdrive ebook app!
Q: When do I turn in my summer reading assignment and who will grade my summer reading assignment?
A: Your new ELAR teacher for the 19-20 school year will collect your work and use the checklist to give you your first grade of the school year.
Summer Reading will be assigned a grade after the first two weeks of school. All Summer Reading Packets must be complete by Friday,
September 13th, 2018.
Students who bring completed Summer Reading assignments to the first day of school will be rewarded with incentives the first week of school
including but not limited to choice of Tiger Time activities. Those students who come to school without a completed Summer Reading assignment
will be placed in a Tiger Time class to complete the SRA (Summer Reading Assignment).

7th Grade On-Level ELA, Pre-AP ELA, and Texas History Summer Reading List 2018
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ISBN-10: 0312629087

ISBN-10: 0544107713

ISBN-10: 9780679886372

The Hays CISD 7th Grade On-Level ELA, Pre-AP ELA, and Texas History Summer Reading List was synthesized from the following sources: Bookworm For Kids, School Library Journal,
International Literacy Association, National Book Foundation, Texas Library Association, Scholastic, and Lexile Framework for Reading.

Remember, the ultimate goal of summer reading is to help you maintain or even grow your reading and writing skills over the summer. Reading can
be a relaxing, enjoyable, and even an exciting way to pass the time over the long summer months. The goal is to enjoy a balanced variety of
healthy activities over the break; please make reading for fun just one of the ways you enjoy your break from school!
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Summer Reading Written Assignment
Skills Purpose Statement: In Hays CISD, students will make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts and society (7.5E).

Directions: As you read, look for the sentence or section that jumps out at you. Write a brief note so you can remember what you were thinking. (If nothing
jumps out at you by the time you have finished reading, then go back and FIND something to respond to.)
You must:
● Write at least 3-5 sentences to explain each connection.
● Give the page number, paragraph, or line number of the part you are responding to.
● Mention which type of connection (Text-to-Text, Text-to-Self, or Text-to-World) you are using (see below).
● Include an illustration to show what is happening in the book and why it’s important to you.
● 10 connections, 3 of each type plus 1 of your choice is required to earn an ‘A.’ (See attached rubric for more information.)
Types of Connections:
1.Text-to-Personal Experience: these are connections that we make between the text and our own life or experiences. Ask yourself the following questions to
make Text-to-Self connections:
What does this remind me of in my life?
What is this similar to in my life?
How is this different from my life?
Has something like this ever happened to me?
How does this relate to my life?
What were my feelings when I read this?
2. Text-to-Ideas in Other Text: these are connections that we make between the text we are reading and something we have read in the past. Use the following
sentence starters to make these kinds of connections:
What does this remind me of in another book I’ve read?
How is this text similar to other things I’ve read?
How is this different from other books I’ve read?
Have I read about something like this before?
3. Text-to-Society: these are connections that we make between the text and what we know about the world around us. As you read, you may be reminded of
something you saw on t.v., heard on the news, or even learned in another class. Use the following sentence stems to make text-to-world connections:
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What does this remind me of in the real world?
How is this text similar to things that happen in the real world?
How is this different from things that happen in the real world?
How did that part relate to the world around me?

The Book: Record the quote
(or paraphrase) from the book that
grabbed you:

The Brain: Explain your
connection using one of the provided
sentence starters.

The Imagination: Use an
illustration and/or a caption to show what
is happening and why it matters. You can
draw your illustrations or find images
electronically.

Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

This part reminds me of....

Things to illustrate:

I felt like...(character) when I....
If that happened to me I would....
This book reminds me of...(another text)
because....
I can relate to...(part of text) because
one time....
Pg #________, Chapter ______________

Something similar happened to me
when....

●
●
●
●
●
●

The setting
The characters
Dialogue between the characters
Symbols to show what is happening
in the plot
Symbols to show what is important
about the characters
Figurative language like metaphors,
similes, or personification
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Type of Connection: Text-to-Personal
Experience
Quote/Paraphrase:
“They always told us that one day we
would move into a house, a real house that
would be ours for always so we wouldn't
have to move each year.”

I can relate to this idea of moving because when I
was little, we moved three times in 1 year! Just
when I would get used to a house or a neighborhood
or a group of friends, we would have to pack up
again and move. I know that this was hard, and I
think the narrator is not happy about this.

Pg #12, Chapter 3
This reminds me of
moving and feeling like you are leaving everything
you know and love behind.
Type of Connection: Text-to-Text
Quote/Paraphrase:
This section is about Alicia who wants to
study and go to school, but her father tells
her that girls are supposed to cook and
clean, not go to college.

This reminds me of the article we read about Malala,
the girl who was shot by the Taliban for trying to go
to school. I know that there are places in the world
where girls are not allowed to go to school. This
must be frustrating.

Pg #22, Chapter 4
Type of Connection: Text-to-Society
Quote/Paraphrase:
“No, this isn’t my house I say and shake my
head as if shaking could undo the year I’ve
lived here. I don’t belong. I don’t ever want
to come from here.”
Pg #15, Chapter 4

In this part of the book, Esperanza is feeling
disappointed about where she is living. It doesn’t
feel like home and she is ashamed of it. It reminds
me of the refugees that I hear about in the news:
they have been forced to leave their homes, and the
places they must live in must feel uncomfortable,
strange, and ugly to them.
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Before you start reading, record the following information.
Title of my book: ______________________________________________

The author: ________________________________________________

Why I chose my book: __________________________________________

How I read the book: ________________________________________
(I bought it, ebook, library book, audiobook, etc.)

Number of pages in my book:_________
How many pages I need to read every day/week: ____________________

The Book: Record the
quote (or paraphrase) from the
book that grabbed you:

Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

When is my project due: _____________________________________

The Brain: Explain your
connection using one of the provided
sentence starters.

The Imagination: Use an
illustration and/or a caption to show what
is happening and why it matters. You can
draw your illustrations or find images
electronically.
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Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:
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Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

..
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Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

Pg #________, Chapter ______________
Type of Connection: _________________
Quote:

Pg #________, Chapter ______________
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Components of the
project
Completeness
Variety of
Connections

Thoughtful, wellexplained
connections

A
100-90
25 points
o 10 or more entries
25 points
o 3 Text-to-Self
o 3 Text-to-Text
o 3 Text-to-World
o 1 more of your choice

B
89-80
20 points
o 7-9 entries
20 points
o >3 Text-to-Self
o > 3 Text-to-Text
o > 3 Text-to-World
o 1 more of your choice

C
79-70
17 points
o 6-4 entries
17 points
o > 2 Text-to-Self
o > 2 Text-to-Text
o > 2 Text-to-World
o 1 more of your choice

F
60
15 points
o 3 or fewer entries
15 points
Connections are mostly Text-toSelf; little to no attempt has been
made to make connections to
other texts or the world.

25 points

20 points

17 points

15 points

o

All entries are 5-7
sentences.

o

Most entries are 3-5
sentences.

o

Some entries are 3-5
sentences, but most are
shorter.

o

Most entries are 1-2
sentences.

o

Connections show an
effort to connect with the
characters, themes and
plot of the story.

o

Connections show some
effort to connect with the
characters, themes and
plot of the story.

o
o

Connections little effort to
connect with the
characters, themes and plot
of the story.

Connections show no
effort to connect with
the characters, themes
and plot of the story.

The connections respond
to various topics covered
in the novel.

o

o
o

The connections respond to
few topics covered in the
novel.

The connections do not
respond to the various
topics covered in the
novel.

o

Illustrations and
Captions
25-15 Points

The connections respond
to most topics covered in
the novel.

25 Points

20 Points

17 Points

15 Points

Illustrations reflect what is
happening in the story, and/or the
tone/mood evoked by the author’s
choice of words. The illustrations
chosen show the reader has made
inferences and connections that go
beyond a surface-level
understanding of the text.

Illustrations reflect what is
happening in the story, and/or the
tone/mood evoked by the author’s
choice of words.

The visuals mostly depict characters
and setting, but mainly depict a
surface-level understanding of the
text.

No visuals and/or
captions/dialogue are included.
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