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questions you might have about your child’s 

kindergarten program. Kindergarten has 

changed a lot over the years. Please know the 

expectations have been raised. You too, are 

beginning something exciting: a partnership 

with your school to support your child’s suc- 

cess in a lifetime of learning. We believe 

communication and cooperation between home 

and school are essential to creating the best 

possible learning experiences for your child. 

Please feel welcome to contact your child’s 

teacher or the school to find ways you can be 

an active part of this partnership. 

 

Back to school night will be held at the begin- 

ning of the year to introduce you and your 

child to his or her teachers, classroom and 

school. There will be scheduled parent/ 

teacher conferences during the 

school year to inform you of your 

child’s progress. You can also 

make arrangements for other 

conferences at any time during 

the school year. 

Health 

 If your child is ill, please keep him or her home 

from school. 

 Any medication needed throughout the day 

must be turned in to the nurse with an authori- 

zation form completed. 

 

 If your child is ill at school, he/she 

should tell the teacher. The nurse 

will contact you if there is an ill- 

ness or injury that requires treat- 

ment or, if we feel your child needs 

to go home. 

 

Thank you for honoring our 

commitment to the safety of all children. 

 In order to stay healthy and ready to learn, 

your child should 

 Get plenty of sleep (ten to 

twelve hours are recommended 

for children this age). 

 Eat a healthy diet, including 

breakfast. 

 Wake up in plenty of time to get 

ready for school and be on time. 

 Wear clothing that is 

comfortable and appropriate for 

the weather. 

School & Family 

Partnership 

This brochure is designed to answer general 



 
                                     

 
  

Some important points about 

attendance and health: 
  

 
                                     

Attendance 
 We want and need your child to be in school. 

Regular attendance is vital to learning, as 

lessons build upon each other. To help ensure 

your child’s success, please make every effort 

to ensure that your child is in school every day 

unless he/she is ill. 

 If your child must be absent, please remember 

to send a written note or email 

fesattendance@hayscisd.net upon his or her 

return. The note must be turned in no later 

than 5 days after the absence or it will 

remain unexcused. Please include the date of 

the absence and at the bottom of the note 

include: Your child’s name 

Your child’s ID # 

Teacher’s name 

 The school also requires a written note if your 

child is going home any way other than the 

usual, especially if it is with another child.  Also, 

if your child usually rides the bus and your plan 

is to pick him/her up at school, please send this 

information to school in writing the morning of 

the change. If no note is received your child will 

go home the normal way. 

                                

Parent/Teacher Communication 
 

  

 
                                

 Your child will bring 

home a Take Home 

Folder every day. Please 

check the folder daily & 

use it to communicate 

with the teacher.

 

 When sending money to school please put 

it in an envelope labeled with your child’s 

name, the amount of money & the purpose 

of the money. When children have money 

in their pockets it tends to get lost or 

misused.

 

 Notes in the folder & email are the 

quickest ways to get in touch with your 

child’s teacher. Our policy is to reply to 

all communication- email, phone or 

written, within 24 hours. You can count on 

this unless your child’s teacher is absent.

mailto:fesattendance@hayscisd.net


 
                            

 

The 1st day of school & beyond 
  

 

The first day of school is a very 

important day for your child. Please help us 

make it a successful start to the school 

year! 

 The teacher needs to know if your child 

will bring a lunch or purchase a tray 

from the cafeteria and how your child 

will get home. 

 When bringing your child on the first 

day, please remember that children do 

best when parents give them a quick hug 

& let them know you 

will see them after 

school. We realize 

this is a big day for 

you, too, but we PROMISE to take care 

of your children! 

 Please allow your child to complete 

school routines by themselves. 

(unpacking backpack, getting supplies 

ready for the day, etc.) The beginning 

of school is the best time for your child 

to learn these skills. They can do it! 

and how can I help? 
 Teach your child his/her telephone number 

and address. 

 

 Have your child find objects around the house 

that   are   shaped    like    circles,    squares, 

t r i a n g l e s , a n d 

rectangles. 

 

 Have your child count 

out small quantities of 

familiar objects. 

 

 As  your child helps 

you make a favorite 

snack, have him or her measure some 

ingredients and talk about measurements. 

 

 Take a walk through the neighborhood 

counting common objects such as trees, 

houses, cats. 

 

 Have your child hide something, then direct 

you to it using right, left, under, over, and 

other similar words. 

 

 Count in sequence, leaving out numbers. See if 

your child can fill in the missing numbers.  

This also works well for the alphabet. 



 
 

       

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
       

 
Math 

 
                               

What are some things 

my child will be learning? 
 

                               

Getting started 

Kindergarten is a very important part of a child’s 

educational career. This is a time of developing 

readiness to learn and laying the foundation for a 

successful school experience. While one of the joys  

of education is that every child is unique, it is helpful 

to recognize some of the readiness skills most 

 Counts to at least 100



 Counts objects to at least 20



  Reads and writes numbers to 20



 Sorts objects by two different attributes (color, 

size, and shape)


 Uses comparative language (above/below, before/ 

after, longer/shorter)


 Measures time using calendars



 Knows shapes such as circle, square, triangle, and 

rectangle



 Recognizes and creates repeating patterns, such as 

red, blue, red, blue



 Solves problems, explains, and makes predictions

kindergarteners  come  to school knowing. Here are 

some of those skills: 

Personal 

 Buttons or zips clothing. Must be 

able to open/close lunch box and 

containers.

 Practices appropriate hand washing 

and bathroom skills

 Ties shoes (2nd semester)

Academic 

 Knows full name and phone number

 Writes own name using upper and lower case letters

 Experiences coloring, tracing, and cutting

 Knowledge of letters and numbers 

(letters in their name, looking at books, 

child’s age, etc.)

 Listens attentively to a story

Social 

 Follows a sequence of simple 3 step 

directions

 Accepts and respects authority of other adults

 Acts appropriately in peer group settings, such as 

library story times and play groups.



                                       

What are some things my child 

will be learning…? 
 

                                       

Reading, Writing and Communication 

 
 Writes first and last name using upper and lower 

case letters 

 Understands rhymes and similar-sounding words 

 Recognizes letters and spaces between words 

 Identifies letters and their sounds 

 Predicts what will happen next in a story 

 Retells story with the correct beginning, middle, 

and end 

 Understands that pictures and print represent 

spoken language 

 Labels pictures and dictates stories 

 Knows parts of a book (front, back, title, text is 

read left to right, etc.) 

 Listens to and participates in discussions 

 Reads some commonly used words (Dad, Mom, I, 

and, the, a) 

 Communicates ideas clearly and effectively 

...and how can I help? 
 Encourage your child with your 

p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e a n d 

interactions. 

 Everyday conversation builds 

language skills. Chat with your child about any- 

thing and everything. 

 Read to and with your child every day, even if only 

for a short time. Ask questions as you read to- 

gether. Talk with and listen to your child; discuss 

what you are reading. 

 Read part of a story. Have your child guess what 

might happen next. 

 Play word games with your child. Read rhymes, 

songs, and familiar stories. 

 Read nursery rhymes and discuss rhyming words. 

 Encourage older siblings to read to younger sib- 

lings. 

 Take your child to the library to pick out his or 

her own books. Talk about why he or she chose 

certain books. 

 Encourage your children to write for different 

purposes (grocery lists, thank-you letters) and 

praise their work. Don’t be too concerned with 

accuracy of spelling and handwriting. 

 Talk to your children about their writing. Ask 

what they wanted to say and why they chose to 

say it that way. 

 Have your child describe to you the steps for reg- 

ular activities such as taking a bath or getting 

dressed for school. 
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