
Guest Teacher Recognition Week 
Hays CISD joins thousands of educators across the country during the first week 

of May in recognizing guest teachers as part of National Substitute Teacher 
Recognition Week. 

SubWeek is an effort to recognize the approximately 270,000 men and women 
nationwide that fill in for absent permanent teachers every day in the United 

States. On a typical day, HCISD places approximately 190 guest teachers in its 
classrooms. 

According to research, one full year of a child's K-12 education is taught by 
substitute teachers. This shows the significant impact substitute teachers have on 

the education of our students. 
Many of the schools in the district will have activities and will honor their guest 
teachers during this week. As a district, there were over 33,500 jobs in the 15-16 

school year.  Thank you to 461 guest teachers who have filled them this school year 
with a 91% fill rate! 

 
Elementary Guest Teachers of the Year 

2015-2016 
 

 
 

Blanco Vista – Gloria Salas 
 Mrs. Salas has long been a favorite sub to our teachers and students at Blanco 
Vista.  Mrs. Salas is always very flexible, accommodating and takes teachers 
assignments with great ease.  She also has an uncanny ability of remembering 
students names and faces, a huge plus and an indicator of the quality of sub that she 
is.  She is dependable and reliable.  We are so fortunate to have her and pleased to no 
end to have her as our Guest Teacher of the Year. 

 
 
 

Buda Elementary – Whitney Lawson 
Ms. Lawson has been more than a guest teacher in our campus.  She is a B.E.S 

family member.  She either works as a guest teacher or volunteer. She is willing to 
help with anything we need in classrooms or in the office.  The kids know they can 

count on Ms. Lawson to be there for them too.  Mrs. Lawson is dependable, flexible, 
and professional.  She connects with the students and is able to achieve the daily 

lesson plans left by teachers.  She goes above and beyond in everything she does for 
us.  This year B.E.S has had many challenges and Ms. Lawson has been a great support for all of 

us. Thank you for all you do.  
 
 
 

Camino Real Elementary – Annavel Cruz 
  
Camino Real Camino Real is pleased to recognize Anaval Cruz as our 2015-2016 
“Substitute of the Year.” She is a very positive and respectful person that always 
fulfills her teaching duties with integrity. We can always count on her to substitute at 
our school. Her commitment to our school is invaluable.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Elementary Guest Teachers of the Year 15-16 
 

Carpenter Hill Elementary – Raschel Wagstaff 
Raschel Wagstaff was voted Guest Teacher of the Year for CHES for many reasons.  
Raschel was willing to step in for an emergency long term sub job and carried on the 
learning with students (and staff) without a hitch. When you know Raschel is going 
to be subbing in your classroom you know you can leave the same detailed lesson 
plans that would be used if you were there.  Lessons are completed and the “real 
work” continues – nothing needs to be modified. Raschel has great classroom 
management and she does a fabulous job handling the students in her care and 

keeping them safe.  She knows the curriculum and is able to continue teaching the content that the 
teacher was covering. Raschel is amazing & awesome!! 

 
 

Elm Grove Elementary – Kim Mabie 
 Kim is one of Elm Grove’s most dependable and requested subs.  We can call on her 
for any job whether for one day, many days or even at a moment’s notice at 6:15 AM 
for that day.  When she has on her EGES parent hat, Kim is involved in many 
activities such as Math Pentathlon, her daughter’s girl scout troop and our Leader 
In Me program.  Teachers know Kim will take care of anything that comes up in the 
classroom whether it’s academic, discipline or schedule related.  Our students are 
always glad when they have Mrs. Mabie as a sub.  Mrs Mabie is considered an asset 

by our staff, students and parents.  We are fortunate to have her at Elm Grove.  
 
 

Fuentes Elementary – Aimee McClain 
          Mrs. McClain’s experience and knowledge of students and teaching makes her an 

awesome sub. It’s always hard for teachers to leave their class in someone else’s 
hands but with Mrs. McClain they never worry. We know that Mrs. McClain will be 
kind to the students, we know she’s going to implement the plans that the teachers 
have left and that she’ll leave great feedback on the day. She’s able to handle 
discipline with ease. She’s fair and consistent. She’s just as effective in all areas, she’s 
subbed in grade level classrooms, PE, music and AU classrooms as well.  Her work 

ethic, kindness and dependability make her an excellent candidate for Fuentes Elementary Guest 
Teacher of the Year!! We are so lucky to have her! 
 
 

Green Elementary – Gloria Gonzales 
We are pleased to announce Mrs. Gloria Gonzalez as our Guest Teacher of the Year. 
Mrs. Gonzalez has been subbing on our campus for many years and has built positive 
relationships with faculty and staff.  The students enjoy having her in their 
classroom. She has a kind spirit and really cares for students. She’s very dependable 
and is always willing to help out at a moment’s notice. She is one of our top requested 
guest teachers, and is considered a Hornet and part of our Tom Green Family. 

 
 

 
Negley Elementary – Kensey Goebel 

Kenzy has a calm and confident manner to which students and staff positively 
respond.  She’s an excellent team player, has realistic expectations,  the ability to be 
flexible and to go with the flow that make her an ideal guest teacher for any 
classroom. She is in high demand in every grade level on campus and time after 
time, the first guest teacher I am asked to contact.  We have truly been blessed with 
her presents this year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Elementary Guest Teachers of the Year 15-16 
 

Hemphill Elementary – Olga Nava 
Hemphill Elementary has voted Mrs. Olga Lidia Nava as our Guest Teacher of the 
Year.  Her dream was to become a teacher and she has been substituting for 14 
years.  She has been with our Hemphill family since 2002.  Mrs. Nava heard we were 
in need of a long term sub and she came to us asking if we needed her assistance.  She 
had already worked with the class and knew their learning process.  She is very 
pleasant, dependable, reliable and super sweet.  She goes above and beyond.  She 

makes sure all her students have what they need and assists them in any way she can to help them 
grow.  She walks down the hallways and the students run to her for hugs.  We are so blessed to 
have Mrs. Nava in our Hemphill family.  She truly is one in a million and we love her so 
much!  Thank you Mrs. Nava for everything you do for us! 

 
 

Kyle Elementary – Susan Quinn 
Kyle Elementary is pleased to recognize Susan Quinn as our 2015-2016 Substitute of 
the Year. Mrs. Quinn is a amazing guest Teacher for Kyle Elementary School and 
well deserving of this recognition!! She has a positive attitude, ready to work with 
our students and very reliable.  She has a passion for encouraging students to do 
their best and collaborating with students.  We are fortunate to have Mrs. Quinn as 
part of our KES family!!! 

 
 
 

Pfluger Elementary – Jennifer Cook 
 Ms. Cooke has been a guest teacher on our campus for the past few years.  She is 
always willing to step in where ever we need her and she does it with a smile.  She 
has built many positive relationships with staff, parents and most importantly our 
students.  She goes above and beyond on our campus and she is truly a member of 
our Pfluger Falcon Family! 
 

 
Science Hall Elementary – Diana Olvera 

We, Science Hall, are pleased to announce our 2015-2016 Substitute of the Year as 
Ms. Diana Olvera. Ms. Olvera is such an asset to our teaching team and we are 
honored to work with such an amazing professional.  Ms. Olvera’s compassionate 
nature, including being a caring and committed substitute teacher is the reason we 
nominated her. Her enthusiasm for teaching, positivity and genuine passion to see 
each student achieve their best are qualities that make Ms. Olvera an ideal recipient 
and we are proud to recognize her with this honor. 

 
 

Tobias Elementary – Becky Reyes 
 Tobias Elementary is proud to recognize Ms. Becky Reyes as the Guest Teacher of 
the Year. Ms. Reyes fills in wherever needed. She is the first we call when we are in a 
bind, and she is always willing to help us. Ms. Reyes is dependable and flexible. She 
has gained the trust of our students and staff. We know that learning continues even 
in the absence of the teacher if Ms. Reyes is present. She is an amazing asset to our 
school!  

 
 
 
 



Middle School Guest Teachers of the Year 
2015-2016 

 
 
 

Barton Middle School –  Theresa Picou 
 Ms. Picou has filled in as a long term sub for us since January. She has done an 
excellent job stepping in half way through the year with a smile. She has a great 
attitude and is ready for work every morning that she comes in. She has built 
relationships, not only with our students, but with our staff as well. We have really 
enjoyed having her here at BMS and she has been a great asset to our school.  
 

 
 

Chapa Middle School – Vivian Nguyen 
 We are very lucky to have Vivian Nguyen on our campus as a "regular".  She holds 
the students to the same expectations as the regular teachers. She filled a huge void 
in the athletic department when a regular employee was out for an extended leave. 
She kept the athletes accountable, encouraged them, and inspired them to be better 
than mediocre. Ms. Nguyen would do anything for any teacher and any student at 
Chapa Middle School and that is why she is our sub of the year!! 

 
 

Dahlstrom Middle School – Kim Noren 
 Dahlstrom Teachers and Staff voted Kim Noren as the 2015-2016 DMS Guest 
Teacher of the Year. Ms. Noren is not just a wonderful Guest Teacher, she is a friend 
and a member of our DMS family. She is very reliable and dependable. She always 
goes above and beyond to assist in any way that she can. Teachers here at DMS 
know they can count on Ms. Noren to take care of their students and to manage the 
classroom well. She is trusted and respected by all. We are very grateful and 

appreciative of Ms. Noren and her dedication to her job. Ms. Noren is amazing and loved by all 
here at DMS!   
 
 

Wallace Middle School – Tessa Sappington 
 Our Guest Teacher of the Year is Tessa Sappington! She is the most cheerful person. 
She is always flexible with her assignments. She is always willing to go where she is 
needed the most. Tessa has sensible classroom management skills. Teachers love 
that she follows the lesson plans and leaves notes when the day is done. While 
staying busy with her own children & subbing almost every day, she still managed 
to go to college and get her teaching certification. We Love Tessa!! 

 
 

 
Simon Middle School – Michael Salazar 

 Simon is so excited to announce that Michael Salazar is our Guest Teacher of the 
Year. Michael started with just doing a few days a week. We soon realized his 
passion for the children would fit right in with our Focus Vacancy. When we asked 
him to take on the challenge of focus he was fast to say yes!! He quickly was able to 
embody the mission of Simon with building relationships and helping students be 
successful in both failure and success. His love for Simon shows because he has 

chosen to stay here at Simon as a guest teacher, though many opportunities have been presented to 
him. Simon Middle is better as a campus because of the presence of Mr. Salazar. We are Thankful 
for him. 
 

 
 
 



High School Guest Teachers of the Year 
2015-2016 

 
Live Oak Academy – Connie Pfefferkorn 

Connie Pfefferkorn is Live Oak Academy’s most frequently requested Guest Teacher. 
She has come to understand our alternative education program and was quick to 
learn our curriculum. As a Guest Teacher, teachers say Ms. Pfefferkorn always does 
what is asked of her. LOA office staff members are particularly appreciative of Ms. 
Pfefferkorn’s willingness to assist in any task, no matter how small. As a long-term 
sub, Ms. Pfefferkorn did more than just fill an empty slot, she became a team 

member by working directly with other teachers to learn how best to serve students in her 
classroom. She was available to meet with our PLC and offer input on students who were 
struggling and needed help meeting their goals. For these reasons and many more, we are happy 
to have Connie Pfefferkorn as our Guest Teacher of the Year. 
 
 

Impact Center – Gerald Phillips 
We are pleased to recognize the significant contributions of this year's Impact Center 
Guest Teacher of the Year -- Gerald Phillips.  Mr. Phillips has ably filled in for us at 
each of the important parts of our operation - our High School, Middle School and 
Ranch programs; usually on very short notice.  His calm demeanor and winning 
smile have made him a favorite for our students and staff alike.  We can always 
count on him to be where we need him, exactly when we need him!  It has been a 
pleasure having Mr. Phillips perform the duties of a Guest Teacher for several years 

and to take this opportunity to recognize his much appreciated contributions.  Thank you, Mr. 
Phillips! 
 

Hays High School – Gina Waite 
Gina Waite has been selected for the HHS 2015-2016 Guest Teacher of the Year.   
Gina is hard-working, very reliable and has high expectations for the students.   The 
students at HHS love to have Ms. Waite as their guest teacher.  She has a great 
rapport with them. We love having her in the classrooms because we know the plans 
that are left will get done and we know that when we return the classroom is clean 
and organized.   She is absolutely a joy to have on campus.   SHE IS THE BEST!  

Thank you, Ms. Waite for all you do for our students.   WE LOVE YOU! 
 
 

Lehman High School – Whitney Andersen 
Let me tell you about Whitney Andersen.  She is wonderful!  Whitney always has a 
smile.  She is willing to fill in at a moment’s notice, takes on the most difficult 
assignments and still smiles.  Whitney has covered being the receptionist, to ARD 
reliever, to gym teacher, special education, you name it, and she’s done it.  Still with 
a smile!  LHS is grateful for her dedication to us and our students.  Keep smiling, 
Whitney, it’s contagious! 

 
 

Guest Teacher Ambassador Award Winner: 
Joyce Smithey 

The Ambassador Awards began four years ago, including a “Substitute” category. 
This award is a huge honor! Ms. Smithey was asked to step up at Hays High School 
the day after the tragic loss of a beloved teacher. Even as she was leading the students 
in their learning, she was mending their hearts. She was ready for the challenge, 
having been a teacher at Hays High School for many, many years before retiring. Ms. 
Smithey has given a lifetime of service to Hays CISD. We are very grateful for her  

         dedication to Hays CISD – it’s a testimony to her love of teaching and learning!  


